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Q:
What is networking?  

A:
“As a noun, a network is defined as a group of individuals who are connected to and cooperate with each other.  As a verb, to network is to develop contacts and exchange information with other people for purposes of developing business or expanding one’s career. The verb form often becomes action-oriented and is changed to networking.”*

Q:
Why networking?

A:
Actually, networking serves many purposes. Most importantly, a network becomes a virtual tool chest for every aspect of your life!  Many people use their network to great advantage.  When searching for a job it becomes a very valuable tool.  Have you ever heard the phrase, “It’s not what you know, it’s who you know?”  Many times this is the case, not because of a special favor granted, but because the successful job seeker was able to present their qualifications while many others did not.  “Who you know,” can get you in the door for an interview.  After that, it is up to you to state your case for being the best candidate for the job.   As explained above, the more people you know, and the more people who know you, the better your chances of hearing about job opportunities.  “An interesting statistic that needs to be recognized is that 70 to 80 percent of all jobs are never advertised.”*   This means that you have to look to people in your network to find this hidden job market.  Your odds of finding the right job increase if you have a large network. 

Q:
Where do you network?

A:
You can network, or just “speak to new people,” anywhere, anytime.  You could be standing in a long line for tickets and strike up a conversation about your shared interest in the event and the misery of standing for so long to get tickets.  In that conversation, you may introduce each other, and find you have other things in common, or have access to information you didn’t know about before.   Make it a point to make a new acquaintance and learn something new everyday.  Find a way to keep in contact with that person.  Maybe you have a tip to share with them; this is when you exchange contact information!  Remember, it’s a two way street; you have to give to receive!  As you become valuable to someone else, they may remember you at the right time to benefit you.

Q:
Whom do you network with?

A:
You can network with anyone from the mail carrier, to your dental hygienist, to your coworker, to your neighbor, your child’s teacher, etc.  Become a resource to others and you will in turn develop a network of resources.  Everyone has something good to share with others!   

Q:
What do you do with your network?

A:
Show appreciation, of course!  Acknowledge them on occasion for no reason at all or to share important information by a quick email, note, or phone call.  Stay in touch with them!  Go for lunch.  Share your news and remember to ask about theirs!  Communication is everything!  Keep a record of your network, whether in an address book, computer database, or notebook.  If you sat down and wrote all the names of people you know, how long would your networking list be?  Make it a point to add more names to that list every chance you get.  

Q: 
How do I make networking work for me in my job search?

A:
Talk to people! Let’s say I am looking for a job in auto body repair.  I would want to add to my general network, a larger proportion of people that work in and around the auto industry in various capacities.  I would make contacts and develop an information network with garage owners, inspections sites, and local car dealerships.  I would attend car shows and talk to exhibitors, judges, and other attendees about the cars on display.  I might ask questions of my car insurance agent or adjuster about their experience with car claims and reputable repair companies.  I would involve myself as much as possible in auto happenings in my community.   I would offer my information to others as someone who has experience and a desire to share my knowledge in auto body repair.  In the process of developing this part of my network, job opportunities within this industry would certainly come up in conversation.  I am then on the “it’s who you know” track for job openings.  Talk to people!
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